
Acts 13:1-52


1. What thought(s) jump to you when you read names of members of the church in Antioch in 
verse 1? In What way(s) can the vision and nature of Holyrood Mennonite Church be compared 
to the church in Antioch? 


2. When the prophets and teachers were ministering to God — worshiping and fasting— in 
verse 2, they sensed the calling of the Holy spirit on Barnabas and Saul/Paul. What is fasting, 
and how can a church fast today? While we also minister to God through our worship services, 
do we minister to God through fasting as a community? To what extent do you wish that 
fasting could be a part of our spiritual life? 


3. Even though the prophets and teachers sensed God’s calling on Barnabas and Paul, they 
still placed their hands on Barnabas and Paul to send them on their mission. Why was it 
important that human hands still be placed on people, whom God had already called? In which 
areas of our church life is hand laying needed today?


4. In verse 4 to 12 we see the mission of Barnabas and Paul take off, and God confirming his 
calling on them through the work of the holy spirit in signs and wonders related to Elymas, a 
Jewish sorcerer; and Sergius Paulus, the proconsul of Paphos. 

	 a. Why was Sergius, a Roman leader, interested in hearing the word of God?

	 b. Why did Elymas, a Jew, try to turn Sergius from hearing the word of the Jewish God?

	 c. Discuss the language of Paul as he addressed Elymas while (Paul) filled with the Holy 
	     Spirit. 

	 d. Discuss any reason(s) why Elymas had to loose his sight.


5. From verse 13 to 43, we read Paul’s first and only recorded sermon in the New Testament. 
What is Paul’s exhortation here? How was Paul’s message received?


6. Discuss the statements of Paul and Barnabas in verse 46 to 47. Does it mean that if the 
Jews had not rejected the good news, the gospel might not have come to the gentiles? 
Explain.


7. Are there any other areas of this chapter you would like to highlight with questions or 
comments?

	


